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Background:

The 7-12 writing rubrics are designed to be used both for instructional and evaluative purposes. Aligned with our state writing strands (1.0- Writing Strategies; 2.0- Writing Applications and Written English Language Conventions) and written using the language of the standards, the rubric provides for both a holistic (overall) score and analytical sub-scores (for each of the three strands) designed to provide explicit feedback, which research has demonstrated is necessary for student progress towards mastery. As in the case with all other academic areas, including reading and math, we disaggregate and give feedback for performance on strands and standards (i.e. in reading: reading comprehension vs. word analysis and vocabulary) in order for students to identify relative strength and challenges and improve their skills as they work towards mastery of standards.  Below are general scoring considerations for the new rubric, which will be discussed further in training at the district and site level:

Determining Sub-scores: 

· Written English Language Conventions: three sections are included (1-sentence structure, 2-grammar & usage; 3-spelling punctuation and capitalization). Each of the three sections generates a score. Please take special note of the following:
· Grammar and Usage is weighted more heavily in determining if a student masters conventions. Therefore, students demonstrating a 2 or 1 in Grammar and Usage cannot receive a 3 or 4 conventions subscore. 
· Teachers should make a qualitative, not quantitative, judgment about the meaning of a particular student’s errors. Errors should not be counted or quantified in order to derive a score. Note that students can certainly make errors (which will be especially expected for those employing sophisticated language and advanced vocabulary) and be marked as meeting standards. The writing of a student who is approaching or below standards in conventions will demonstrate patterns of errors which show lack of mastery of the elements of writing and/or standard English 
· Consistent and repeated errors that reflect a lack of mastery of English conventions (i.e. repeated incorrect verb tense, consistently inaccurate use of prepositions throughout) should not be marked as meeting standards. This is in keeping with best practices for providing explicit feedback to students, especially English learners, and is a movement away from the minimization of conventions by only indicating if conventions affect readability or understanding.  . 
· Writing Strategies: This element addresses the organization, focus and style of the writing; the content apart from genre-specific considerations. 
· Writing Applications: Unlike the other two strands which remain static, this element of the rubric changes with each genre.   
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Holistic (overall) score
In keeping with research-based practices, the overall score should be the average of the sub-scores with the following considerations:
· Strategies and applications should be weighted most strongly in the overall score.

· Writing Conventions is a necessary but not sufficient condition. 
· A student who is not meeting standards in conventions (demonstrating consistent and repeated errors that reflect an overall lack of mastery of English conventions) cannot be deemed overall as a proficient (3) writer. 
· This student can be given credit for stronger performance in the strategy and applications strands in his/her sub-scores*. 
· On the other hand, simply being proficient in conventions does not mean a student is a proficient writer. Thus, the written conventions might prevent a student from being proficient but would not be weighted in to make a student below standards on the other two strands be judged to be proficient. 
· Note that it may be difficult to discern a “3” from a “4” in conventions, depending on the writing assignment. 
· + and – in grading- while the District writing assessment will not be using “+” or “-“ signs in grading, teachers may utilize these in their own holistic grading to indicate where a student is closer to a higher or lower score based on overall performance. 
Examples of overall grading scenarios are found below. 

Note that due to wide variety of possibilities and wide range within score point, these are only suggested guidelines. 
	1.0 S
	4
	4
	3+
	3
	4
	2+
	3
	3
	2+
	3
	4
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1
	1

	WC
	4
	3
	3
	4
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	2
	2
	2
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1

	2.0 A
	4
	3+
	4
	3
	2
	4
	3
	2+
	3
	4
	3
	3
	2
	1
	1+
	1
	1

	Overall
	4
	4
	4
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	2+*
	2+*
	2+
	2
	2
	2
	1
	1


* While this will be difficult to do with students for whom conventions is their weakest area, it is the appropriate grade for a student with significant and consistent language convention errors.
Special Consideration papers: No Response and Off-topic papers: 
· “No Response” (NR) - Student left paper blank or wrote in another language.
· “Off-Topic” (OT) - Student wrote an essay, but did not address prompt or genre.
· “Off Topic” only applies to writers who are typically approaching (2) or meeting (3) writing proficiency, not students who have significant gaps in their writing development. For 1’s make every attempt to grade the student’s writing rather than mark the essay as “Off Topic.”  
· A student who writes off topic or does not address prompt or genre should still be given a written conventions subscore to identify the level of proficiency in conventions.
Translating rubric scores into A-F grades:  The following percentages should be used to translate rubric scores into letter grades.
	4- 90% to 100%
	3- 75% to 89%
	2- 50% to 74%
	1- 0% to 49%
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